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Snow man  
soars high…

We meet Christian Meier, ski instructor and hotelier, who 
flew from his base in the Austrian Tirol to this year’s LAA Rally 
in his superb Lancair 360, cruising at 200kt and flying non-stop 

– in both directions… 

Welcome Christian, can 
you tell us something 
about your career?
After compulsory schooling I 
did an apprenticeship in metal 
work and then stayed in 

different countries to study the language, including the 
UK, Italy and France. I then took training courses to 
obtain snowboard and ski instructor status to the 
highest levels in Austria. I also gained a licence to run 
a hotel and now run an Aparthotel and a ski school in 
the Tyrolian Alps.

Tell us about being a ski instructor
St. Johann in Tirol is a small tourist village near 
Kitzbuehel and I run the small Aparthotel Sonnleitn 
(www.sonnleitn.cc), which is next to the ski slopes, with 
my parents. For 25 years my side job during winter is 
as a ski and snowboard instructor in Kitzbuehel. After 
being with the biggest ski school of the town for a long 

time, I now run my own one-man business. Most of my 
customers come back every year to be guided around the 
nicest slopes of the ski area, at the same time learning 
more advanced ski techniques. I am also very fortunate to 
live only five minutes from a small flying club with one of 
the prettiest airfields in the Alps. 

What do you do during the summer?
In summer the Aparthotel keeps me busy. After a heavy 
winter with up to two metres of snow in the garden, there is 
a lot of maintenance and renovation to do to get everything 
ready for the summer season before the guests arrive. 
Most of my flying happens between May and October.

What started your interest in aviation?
I started with model aircraft when I was a kid, my 
grandmother bought me plenty of kits. 

By the time I was old enough to get a pilot’s licence, my 
father had sold his aircraft, but I was more interested in 
motorbikes at that point anyway. However, when I was 30 
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Above Christian’s 
home airfield, St. 
Johann in the 
Austrian Tirol near 
Kitzbuehel, only five 
minutes from his 
home. 

years old my father sent me a fax with the address of 
Lancair in Oregon, and I sent for their brochure and a 
video for their brand new Lancair Legacy. In the end 
though, I was able to convince him to buy a partly built 
Lancair 360. 

In what, where and when was your first 
flight? 
I can’t remember my first flight, probably with my father as 
a kid. I started to take my licences in 2003, two years after 
we bought the Lancair kit – there was plenty of time to 
learn to fly as the building process took seven years. 

I learned to fly in Zell am See, it’s an hour away from 
home by car. Flight training was done in a Falke SF25b 
motor glider to keep the costs low. Just the hours essential 
to being done in an aeroplane were done in a DR400. This 
way I got TMG and SEP in one go.

How did you hear about the LAA? 
My father bought a Skybolt while visiting a good friend in 

the UK. I have been a member myself for 10 years but the 
Lancair was built under the Austrian regulations.

I like the Light Aviation magazine as there is no such 
magazine in Austria or Germany where I can find this 
detailed information about experimental aircraft. Especially 
the technical and safety themes are very interesting.

What types and how many hours have you 
flown?
I have 350 hours total. After getting my licence I started in 
our local club’s Falke SF25 to get some more experience, 
then moved to the Turbo Dimona HK36 which made it 
really easy to cross the Alps compared to the 
underpowered Limbach Falke. Finally, the Lancair was 
ready to fly. Initially I was my father’s test flight engineer in 
the right-hand seat, but 30 hours later, once used to the 
higher speed of the Lancair, it was time to change seats.

Do you have a favourite type?
After being checked out on the Lancair, I had very little 

“As traffic on the roads gets ever heavier, I have no 
real wish for a better vehicle either – the future of 

transport is in the skies…”
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interest to fly other types. Every now and then I get a 
ride in another type, but none could compare to my 
Lancair – except one. The Legacy was an impressive 
aeroplane to fly, until I saw the fuel flow of its six 
cylinder engine…

What do you like about the Lancair?
The Lancair 360 MKII airframe with the Lycoming 
IO-390 is a perfect combination for short and high-
altitude airfields. There is always plenty of power for 
take-off and it handles like a go kart in the sky. 
Burning 40 litres an hour of avgas I get cruising 
speeds of 200kt true; flying lean of peak consumption 
goes down to 32 litres while still flying over 180kt true. 
There is also plenty of room for two people plus 
luggage.

As there are nearly 500 two-seat Lancairs flying, it’s 
a proven design with no unexpected surprises during 
building and flying. I had only 100 hours of flying 
experience, mostly on motor gliders, when I had been 
checked out on the Lancair and many pilots told me it 
was too dangerous flying a Lancair with such limited 
experience. But if you respect the limits its very easy to 
fly and to land. You just need to be mentally ahead of 
the aircraft!

Have done much long-distance touring 
with it?
The first long distance flight I made was to Cuers 
(LFTF) in the South France – 2 hours 20 minutes – 
compared to 10h by car…

Then I went non-stop to a Lancair fly-in at 
Marmande (LFDM) near Bordeaux in 3 hours and 30 
minutes. For the past two years I have been to most of 
the European Experimental fly-ins like Experimental 
Days in Sanicole, Belgium and the RSA fly-in at 
Brienne le chateau in France. Also the EAS Fly-in in 

Switzerland, which is at different locations every year, and 
of course the Austrian fly-ins.

Tell us about your flight to and from the  
LAA Rally
I have planned to cross the Channel for a long time, so the 
LAA Rally was a good opportunity. Flying VFR non-stop 
from Austria, the weather is an issue as well as the 
multitude of different airspace and agencies en route. I 
generally plan a routing with the minimum of Class C and 
D airspace and Restricted Zones, and I’m always on a FIS 
frequency as they are very helpful to get the right 
information quickly. 

Departure was from St. Johann in Tirol (LOIJ), flying to 
the south of Stuttgart, Germany then south of Luxembourg 
and Calais. There were some very low clouds on the south 
of the Channel so I had to divert to the north and then 
overfly this layer of cloud.

Once at Dover, I was handed over to London 
Information. Thanks to a good pre-flight planning I knew 
what a Basic Service was (the terminology is not used 
outside of the UK). Further routing was following the coast 
to the west in sunny weather and then near Goodwood I 
turned north, not higher than 2,500ft passing Farnborough 
to the east and staying clear of Heathrow. At 200kt you 
need to concentrate to stay clear of the airspace around 
London. It was a good idea to arrive at Sywell early on 
Wednesday afternoon, as there was no traffic over the 
airfield and no slots needed. Time to practice a standard 
overhead join.

The flight back was on the same proven routing. In the 
afternoon there were some thunderstorms forecast for 
north of the Alps, so I had to leave early on Sunday 
morning.

Having a fast aeroplane with long endurance is a real 
advantage to avoid the afternoon thunderstorms in the 
mountains. During the flight a friend followed me on 

 
Below Christian flies 
over the ski slopes 
where he makes his 
living as a ski and 
snowboard instructor 
during the winter 
months.
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Right Christian’s 
route to and from 
Sywell, direct fights 
on both occasions 
and totalling just 
7 hours 15 mins.

Below The Lancair 
took seven years to 
complete and is 
powered by a 
Lycoming IO-390, 
which enables it to 
cruise at up to 200kt.

Flightradar24 and sent me the latest Webcam images from 
my destination airfield. Total flying time for that weekend 
was 7 hours and 15 minutes.

What has been your best aviation moment?
Every flight in your own built aircraft is a best moment, its 
spec is built to your personal needs!

Do you have any aviation heroes?
Yes, Lance Neibauer. He designed one of the most 
elegant and most efficient aircraft. He built it and then flew 
it to Oshkosh. I was lucky Lance went on to sell kits of his 
Lancer 200 and later refined it to the Lancair 360MKII.

Any aviation books you recommend?
Mike Busch on Engines in particular – and also his other 
books.

Have you had any ‘hairy’ moments while 
flying? 
Most of my initial flying was done in the mountains under 
the tutelage of good instructors. I was well taught to 
escape a dead-end valley and flying close to the 
mountains. You must be sure you don’t fly in the mountains 
when the weather doesn’t permit it!

Do you have any non-aviation interests – 
apart from skiing?
I like to do many different things but I’m not particularly 
good at any of them – kite surfing, rock climbing and 
diving. I also enjoy rebuilding and maintaining things in the 
house and programming the homepage for my business.

Do you have any aircraft or vehicles on your 
wish list? 
There are no aircraft on the wish list as I’ve built the perfect 
one for me, and I’m still busy tweaking it for less weight 
and better performance. As traffic on the roads gets ever 
heavier, I have no real wish for a better vehicle either – the 
future of transport is in the skies…

Do you have any advice for fellow pilots? 
Yes, watch out for traffic! Install the best traffic avoidance 
system you can get like ADSB in/out and Flarm. Don’t wait 
until the authorities legislate for such a system – it could be 
too late for you by then. ■
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